182            CZECHS   AGAINST   GERMANS

and, as a result, were working only on the sufferance of
the German Government

Foreign consuls are unbiased and objective reporters.

They are familiar with conditions as they were during

the last years of the Republic, and see present conditions

with open eyes. They know how great a tragedy is being

played out in the Protectorate territory. In towns where

there is a large German population, the native Nazis in

control are committing untold vandalism. Thus, for

example, in Fihlava (Iglau), the Sokol House and the

Bank of the Legionaries have been demolished; the

workless were compelled, by threats of large fines, to

volunteer for work in Germany; and Czech workers

were then employed in Germany while the Germans

remained at home. The schools have been converted

into barracks. Matriculation examinations for the Czech

gymnasium must, for example, be held in the Beseda

Hotel, while classes are held in public-houses or private

dwellings. In Kladno, not far from Prague, where a

German policeman was shot, severe special measures

were taken against the whole population, although it

was a German bullet that was found at the post-mortem,

and it is stated in Czech circles that he was shot by some

friends in a quarrel. This incident was well reported

in the Nazi press. Martial law was proclaimed, the Czech

local police disarmed, and during the night many shots

were fired to frighten the population. But all this could

not alarm the Czechs, since they had already learnt

their lesson. In Prague, on Benes's birthday, the street

lamps rburned all day. A man lit them, and was later